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Adelard von Bath: Questiones naturales, in: Adelard of Bath, Conversations with his Nephew. On the Same and
the Different, Questions on Natural Science, and On Birds, ed./trans. Charles Burnett, in collaboration with Italo
Ronca, Pedro Mantas Espafia and Baudouin van den Abeele, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998, pp.

90, 102, 104 (bWl s taz oy 112 g).
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Adelardus: Meministi, nepos, septennio
lam transacto, cum te in Gallicis studiis
pene puerum iuxta Laudisdunum una cum
ceteris auditoribus meis dimiserim, id inter
nos convenisse, ut Arabum studia ego pro
posse meo scrutarer, tu vero Gallicarum
sententiarum inconstantiam non minus
adquireres.

Nepos: Memini, eoque magis quod tu
discedens philosophie attentum futurum
me fidei promissione astringeres. Id ego
semper angebar, quare huic studio forem
attentior. Quod utrum recte expleverim, re
ipsa probari potest, hac precipue
opportunitate, quia, cum Sarracenorum
sententias te sepe exponentem auditor
tantum notaverim, earumqgue non pauce
satis futiles michi videantur, patientiam
meam paulisper abrumpam, teque eas
edisserente, ego sicubi michi videbitur
obviabo. Quippe et illos impudice extollis,
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et nostros detractionis modo inscitia
invidiose arguis. Erit itaque opere pretium
te laboris tui assecutum esse fructum, si
bene solveris, me item, si probabiliter
opposuero, mea promissione non esse
fraudatum.

Adelardus: Confidentius id quam valeas
forsan presumis. Verumtamen quia cum
tibi, tum multis aliis hec disputatio non erit
inutilis, protervitati tue morem geram, hoc
tantum vitato incommodo, ne quis me
ignota proferentem ex mea id sententia
facere, verum Arabicorum studiorum
sensa putet proponere. Nolo enim et si que
dixero minus provectis displiceant, ego
ipse etiam eis displicere. Novi enim quis
casus veri professores apud vulgus
sequatur. Quare causam Arabum, non
meam, agam. (...)

[Questio sexta, p. 102] Adelardus: De
animalibus difficilis est mea tecum
dissertio. Ego enim aliud a magistris
Arabicis ratione duce didici; tu vero aliud,
auctoritatis pictura captus, capistrum
sequeris. Quid enim aliud auctoritas
dicenda est quam capistrum? Ut bruta
quippe animalia capistro  quolibet
ducuntur, nec quo aut quare ducantur
discernunt, restemque qua tenentur solum
sequuntur, sic non paucos vestrum bestiali
credulitate captos ligatosque auctoritas
scriptorum in periculum ducit. (...)

[p. 104] Neque tamen id ad vivum reseco,
ut auctoritas me iudice spernenda sit. Id
autem assero, quod prius ratio inquirenda
sit, ea inventa, auctoritas si adiacet
demum subdenda. Ipsa vero sola nec fidem
philosopho facere potest, nec ad hoc
adducenda est. (...)

[Questio septima] Nepos: Sit sane ut
postulas, cum michi rationabiliter
opponere facile sit, neque Arabum tuorum

Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 103 FN 15, p. 229 : xf "cnilss" of
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2 Gibson, Adelard, p. 7; Burnett, Education, p. 32.

% Haskins, Studies, pp. 20-42; Gibson, Adelard; Burnett, Introduction, pp. xi—Xix.

4 Gibson, Adelard, pp. 7-8; Burnett, Introduction, p. xiii.

°> Gibson, Adelard, p. 8.

& Burnett, Introduction, p. xiii.

" Adelard von Bath, De eodem et diverso, ed. Burnett, p. 4 (Tours); Adelard von Bath, Questiones naturales, ed.
Burnett, p. 90 (Laon). Cf. Gibson, Adelard, pp. 9-10.

8 Adelard of Bath, De eodem et diverso, ed. Burnett, p. 70: “cum a Salerno veniens in Grecia Maiore;” Adelard of
Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 118: “Nepos: Licet enim nec Grecas iactantias noverim, nec antrum
Vulcani viderim.”

9 Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 90: “Meministi, nepos, septennio iam transacto, cum te in
Gallicis studiis pene puerum iuxta Laudisdunum una cum ceteris auditoribus meis dimiserim, id inter nos
convenisse, ut Arabum studia ego pro posse meo scrutarer, tu vero Gallicarum sententiarum inconstantiam non
minus adquireres.”

10 Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 122: “Audivi enim et hec et alia multa quendam senem
apud Tharsum Cilicie disserentem;” p. 184: “cum semel in partibus Antiochenis pontem civitatis Mamistre
transires, ipsum pontem simul etiam totam illam regionem terre motu contremuisse.” Mantas Espafia, Was Adelard
of Bath in Spain?, p. 201; Gibson, Adelard, p. 10, FN 25: “the reference to Tarsus is so close to Acts 21.39 that it
need not be a literal statement. In short, Adelard had heard of the earthquake and he had read Acts; I hesitate to
construct a visit to the Holy Land on that evidence, unsupported.”

11 Burkhardt and Foerster (eds), Norman Tradition.
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12 _awn, Salernitan Questions, pp. 27-30.

13 Lawn, Salernitan Questions, pp. 25-29; Gibson, Adelard, p. 10.

14 Burnett, Introduction, p. xxviii; Speer, Entdeckte Natur, p. 26; Haskins, Studies, pp. 31-32.
15 Gibson, Adelard, p. 13.

16 Gibson, Adelard, p. 13.

7 Gibson, Adelard, pp. 13-14.

18 Burnett, Adelard of Bath and the Arabs, pp. 105-106; Gibson, Adelard, p. 15.

19 Burnett, Adelard of Bath and the Arabs, pp. 100-101.

20 Burnett, Alfonsi, Petrus.

21 Tolan, Petrus Alfonsi.

22 Burnett, Alfonsi, Petrus; Mercier, Astronomical Tables: Ezich Elkaurezmi per Athelardum Bathoniensem ex
Arabico sumptus; Haskins, Studies, pp. 22—-23; Gibson, Adelard, p. 14.

2 Burnett, Adelard of Bath and the Arabs, pp. 97-98, 103.
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2 Tolan, Petrus Alfonsi, pp. 10-11; Gibson, Adelard, p. 15 FN 65.

2 Burnett, Petrus Alfonsi and Adelard of Bath Revisited.

% Mantas Espafia, Was Adelard of Bath in Spain?, p. 201; Burnett, Blend; Schipperges, Schulen; Rexroth,
Frohliche Scholastik, pp. 248-252.

27 Haskins, Studies, pp. 16-27, esp. 21-22; Thorndike, History, pp. 44-49 (Appendix); Bliemetzrieder, Adelhard
von Bath, pp. 25-26; Lawn, Salernitan Questions, pp. 28-30.

28 Burnett, Introduction, p. xii.

25 Adelard of Bath, De eodem et diverso, ed. Burnett, p. 2; Haskins, Studies, p. 21; Gibson, Adelard, p. 12.

30 Haskins, Studies, p. 21; Adelard of Bath, De eodem et diverso, ed. Burnett, p. 52.

31 Burnett, Introduction, p. xii.

32 Burnett, Introduction, p. xii.

33 Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 82.

34 Haskins, Studies, p. 26.

3 Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 82.
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% Haskins, Studies, p. 27. Cf. Thorndike, History, pp. 48—49.

87 Lawn, Salernitan Questions, p. 28.

38 Haskins, Studies, pp. 27, 39. Burnett, Adelard of Bath and the Arabs, pp. 99-100.

39 Haskins, Studies, p. 28; Evans, Adelard on Falconry, p. 25; cf. Haskins, Studies, p. 28.
40 Adelard of Bath, De avibus tractatus, ed. Burnett, pp. 237-274; Haskins, King Harold’s Books, pp. 399-400.
41 Gibson, Adelard, pp. 13-14.

42 Burnett, Education, p. 32; Haskins, Studies, pp. 34-35.

43 Burnett, Introduction, p. xxii.

4 Lawn, Salernitan Questions, pp. 16-39.

4 Lawn, Salernitan Questions, p. 21.

46 LLawn, Salernitan Questions, p. 25.

47 Burnett, Introduction, pp. Xxv—xxvi, xxii.
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48 Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, p. 90.

49 Rexroth, Frohliche Scholastik.

%0 Adelard of Bath, Questiones naturales, ed. Burnett, pp. 102-104.

51 Gutas, Greek Thought.

52 Burnett, Translation; Gutas, What was there, pp. 3-21; Hasse, Social Conditions.
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