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Foreword  
 
 
 
It is a pleasure to present the Proceedings of Sinn und Bedeutung 25 – the first edition of 
the conference to be held in a virtual format. The main session of SuB25 was co-hosted 
by University College London and Queen Mary University of London from 3rd–9th 
September 2020. In addition, there were two special sessions from 1st–2nd September 
2020: Gestures and Natural Language: Investigations at the Interface (organized and 
hosted by the University of Oslo) and the Semantics of Understudied Languages and 
Semantic Fieldwork (organized and hosted by Queen Mary University of London).  
 
Of 175 submissions to the main session, 64 were accepted, all being presented as 
recorded talks, with a further 3 invited talks. There were also 10 presentations at the 
special session on Gestures (2 of which were invited talks), 13 presentations at the special 
session on Understudied Languages (including 1 invited talk), and a round table on 
semantic fieldwork methodology. We also marked the 25th edition of SuB with a special 
series of live conversations on the history of formal semantics, and managed to fit in 
some socialising during virtual hangout sessions. Recordings of talks and other materials 
are hosted here and the recordings of the history of formal semantics sessions can be 
accessed here.  
 
We extend warm thanks to everyone who helped us with planning this rather unusual 
edition of SuB: Sigrid Beck, Rajesh Bhatt, Ivano Caponigro, Gennaro Chierchia, Michael 
Franke, Berit Gehrke, Daniel Harbour, Vincent Homer, Angelika Kratzer, Ivona 
Kučerová, Jeremy Kuhn, Mingya Liu, Fabienne Martin, Rick Nouwen, Onur Özsoy, 
Jessica Rett, Linnaea Stockall, Kristen Syrett, Ede Zimmermann and our hangout session 
hosts and moderators, pop-up mentoring organizers, the history of formal semantics 
speakers, and of course the many colleagues who donated their time to review abstracts. 
Thanks also to UCL, Queen Mary, the University of Oslo, and the Linguistics 
Association of Great Britain.  
 
Looking forward to Sinn und Bedeutung 26 at the University of Cologne!  
 
Patrick Grosz, Luisa Martí, Hazel Pearson, Yasutada Sudo & Sarah Zobel, June 2021 
 


