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1 Project description 

 

Title: European Social Survey MTMM 
Datafile: au09a_1.0p_EN.sav 
Funding sources: MESS - CentERdata 
Investigator: Prof. dr. W.E. Saris 
Project description: The questionnaire consists of the core questions from the 
European Social Survey in which a Multi Trait Multi Method (MTMM)-experiment was 
incorporated. Each MTMM experiment consisted of three questions (traits) and one 
repetition of the same questions in a different form at the end of the questionnaire. Since 
the order in which the different forms of the questions are asked may make a difference 
for the quality estimates of the questions, a three group Split Ballot MTMM design was 
used for each topic. 
Sample: One person per household aged 16 years or older, randomly selected. 
Selected number of household members:   4877 (100%) 
Non-response:      1660 (  34%) 
Actual response:  complete:    3194 (  65.5%) 

incomplete:       23 (    0.5%) 
Date of data collection: December 2008 
 
 
 
Titel: European Social Survey MTMM 
Databestand: au09a_1.0p_EN.sav 
Financiering: MESS - CentERdata 
Onderzoeker: Prof. dr. W.E. Saris 
Projectbeschrijving: De vragenlijst bestaat uit de kernvragen uit het European Social 
Survey. Hierin is bovendien een Multi Trait Multi Method (MTMM)-experiment 
opgenomen. Elk MTMM experiment bestond uit drie vragen (traits) en één herhaling van 
dezelfde vraag in een afwijkende vorm aan het einde van de vragenlijst. Aangezien de 
volgorde waarin de verschillende vraagvormen worden gepresenteerd invloed kan 
hebben op de kwaliteitsschattingen van de vragen, werd voor ieder onderwerp gebruik 
gemaakt van een ‘three group Split Ballot MTMM design’. 
Responsoverzicht: Eén persoon per huishouden van 16 jaar of ouder, random 
geselecteerd. 
Selectie aantal leden huishouden: 4877 (100%) 
Nonrespons:       1660 (  34%) 
Respons:  compleet:     3194 (  65.5%) 
  incompleet:        23 (    0.5%) 
Datum van data verzameling: december 2008 
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2 Introduction 

In December 2008 six Multitrait Multimethod (MTMM) experiments were done in the LISS 
panel. Each MTMM experiment was constructed as a ‘three Group Split Ballot MTMM 
design’. Two experiments were conducted per randomly selected group. In total this 
yields 9 experimental groups for six experiments (see table below). 
The questions are part of the European Social Survey. 
 
The questionnaire was presented to 4877 panel members, of which 3194 fully completed 
the questionnaire (response percentage 65.5%). 
 

 G1 G2 G3 G4 G5 G6 G7 G8 G9 

Exp1 M1+M2 M2+M3 M3+M1       

Exp2 ST1+ST2 ST2+ST3 ST3+ST1       

Exp3    PT1+PT2 PT2+PT3 PT3+PT1    

Exp4    S1+S2 S2+S3 S3+S1    

Exp5       P1+P2 P2+P3 P3+P1 

Exp6       LR1+LR2 LR2+LR3 LR3+LR1 
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3 Codebook 

This codebook contains the questionnaire as fielded in the LISS panel.  
 

• The variable names are indicated in bold and correspond to the names in the 
dataset.  

• The routing of the questionnaire is indicated in italics for each variable concerned. 
• open: answer box; no limit to the length of the answer 
• string: answer box that permits entering a maximum number of characters 
(default is 255) 

• For numerical variables, the range from which the respondent could choose an 
answer is presented in italics in the codebook if this range was not visible to the 
respondent. If there were no limits to the range within which an answer could be 
given, this is indicated in the codebook as ‘integer’. 

 

nomem_encr 

Number of household member, encrypted 
 

nohouse_encr 

Number of household, encrypted 
 
au09a_m 

Year and month of the field work period 
 
au09a001 

experimental condition 
1 group 1 
2 group 2 
3 group 3 
4 group 4 
5 group 5 
6 group 6 
7 group 7 
8 group 8 
9 group 9 
 

{intro} 

This questionnaire is about your opinion on various social and personal subjects.  
The questionnaire is part of a large international survey, and it needs to be completed in 
exactly the same way everywhere to enable a comparison between all the countries. You 
may therefore encounter questions that you have answered before in another 
questionnaire, but please be sure to answer these again, as well as you can.  
 
* The questionnaire is designed in such a way that, if respondents initially fail to answer 

(part of) a question, they are again presented the same question, preceded by the 

following notice: 

 The system is unable to select the next question if you do not answer this 
question. Please answer the question below, so that we can lead you to the next 
question. Thank you. 

In addition, this second attempt offers an ‘I don’t know’ option. For vertically presented 

response categories, this option is added at the bottom. For horizontally presented 

scales, this option is placed to the right of the other options.  
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if (au09a001=1) or (au09a001>3) 

au09a002 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend watching television? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a003 to au09a004 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend watching television? 
au09a003 write in hours: 0..24, empty 

au09a004 and minutes: 0..59, empty 

au09a005 don’t know 
    0 no 
    1 yes 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a006 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend watching television? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a001<>3 

au09a007 

And again on an average weekday, how much of your time watching television is spent  
watching news or programmes about politics and current affairs? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
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if au09a001=3 

au09a008 

And again on an average weekday, how much of your time watching television is spent  
watching news or programmes about politics and current affairs? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if (au09a001=1) or (au09a001>3) 

au09a009 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a010 to au09a011 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
au09a010 write in hours: 0..24, empty 

au09a011 and minutes: 0..59, empty 

au09a012 don’t know 
    0 no 
    1 yes 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a013 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
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if au09a001<>3 

au09a014 

And again on an average weekday, how much of your time listening to the radio is spent 
listening to news or programmes about politics and current affairs? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a015 

And again on an average weekday, how much of your time listening to the radio is spent 
listening to news or programmes about politics and current affairs? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if (au09a001=1) or (au09a001>3) 

au09a016 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a017 to au09a018 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
au09a017 write in hours: 0..24, empty 

au09a018 and minutes: 0..59, empty 

au09a019 don’t know 
    0 no 
    1 yes 
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if au09a001=3 

au09a020 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a001<>3 

au09a021 

And how much of this time is spent reading about politics and current affairs? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a022 

And how much of this time is spent reading about politics and current affairs? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
au09a023 

How often do you use the internet, the World Wide Web or e-mail – whether at home or  
at work – for your personal use? 
1 Less than once a month 
2 Once a month 
3 Several times a month 
4 Once a week 
5 Several times a week 
6 Every day 
7 don’t know 
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if (au09a001=1) or (au09a001>3) 

au09a024 

Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? Please indicate a score between 0 and 10, where 0 
means you can’t be  too careful and 10 means that most people can be trusted. 
You can’t be 
too careful 

         Most people can 
be trusted 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a025 

Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? Please indicate a score between 0 and 5, where 0 
means you can’t be  too careful and 5 means that most people can be trusted. 
You can’t be 
too careful 

    Most people can 
be trusted 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a026 

Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 
1 You can’t be too careful 
2 Most people can be trusted 
3 don’t know 
 
if (au09a001=1) or (au09a001>3) 

au09a027 

Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? Please indicate a score of 0 to 10, where 0 means most 
people would try to take advantage of you and 10 means that most people would try to 
be fair. 
Most people 
would try to 
take 

advantage of 
me 

         Most people 
would try to be 

fair 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a028 

Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? Please indicate a score of 0 to 5, where 0 means most 
people would try to take advantage of you and 5 means that most people would try to be 
fair. 
Most people 
would try to 
take 

advantage of 
me 

    Most people 
would try to be 

fair 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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if au09a001=3 

au09a029 

Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair?  
1 most people would try to take advantage of me 
2 most people would try to be fair 
3 don’t know 
 
au09a030 

Would you say that most of the time people try to be helpful or that they are mostly 
looking out for themselves? Please select a score from 0 to 10, where 0 means most 
people look out for themselves and 10 means that most people would try to be helpful. 
People mostly 
look out for 
themselves 

         People mostly 
try to be helpful 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
 

if (au09a001=1) or (au09a001>3) 

au09a031 

Would you say that most people deserve your trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? Please indicate a score of 0 to 10, where 0 means very few people deserve your 
trust and 10 means that most people deserve your trust. 
Very few 
people 

deserve my 
trust 

         Most people 
deserve my trust 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a032 

Would you say that most people deserve your trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? Please indicate a score of 0 to 5, where 0 means very few people deserve your 
trust and 5 means that most people deserve your trust. 
Very few 
people 

deserve my 
trust 

    Most people 
deserve my 
trust 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a033 

Would you say that most people deserve your trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust?  
1 Very few people deserve my trust 
2 Most people deserve my trust 
3 don’t know 
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{intropol} 

Now we want to ask a few questions about politics and government. 
 
au09a034 

How often does politics seem so complicated that you can’t really understand what is 
going on? 
1 Never 
2 Seldom 
3 Occasionally 
4 Regularly 
5 Frequently 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a035 

How difficult or easy do you find it to make your mind up about political issues? 
1 Very difficult 
2 Difficult 
3 Neither difficult nor easy 
4 Easy 
5 Very easy 
6 don’t know 
 
if (au09a001<5) or (au09a001>6) 

au09a036 to au09a038 

Please indicate on a score of 0-10 how much you personally trust of the institutions listed 
below. 0 means you do not trust an institution at all, and 10 means you have complete 
trust.   
 
0 = no trust at all 
10 = complete trust 
au09a036 The Dutch parliament? 
au09a037 The Legal system? 
au09a038 The police? 
0 0 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 6 
7 7 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10 
11 don’t know 
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if au09a001=5 

au09a039 to au09a041 

Please select one box on each line below to show how much you personally trust each 
institution. 
 
0 = no trust at all 
5 = complete trust 
au09a039 The Dutch parliament? 
au09a040 The Legal system? 
au09a041 The police? 
0 0 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 don’t know 
 

if au09a001=6 

au09a042 

Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how much you personally trust the Dutch 
parliament.  If you have no trust at all give a score of 0. If you have complete trust, 
give a score of 10, otherwise give a number in between. 
 
Score: 0..10 
 au09a043 don’t know 
     0 no 
     1 yes 
 
if au09a001=6 

au09a044 

Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how much you personally trust the legal system.  If 
you have no trust at all give a score of 0.  If you have complete trust, give a score of 10, 
otherwise give a number in between. 
 
Score: 0..10 
 au09a045 don’t know 
     0 no 
     1 yes 
 
if au09a001=6 

au09a046 

Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how much you personally trust the police.  If you 
have no trust at all give a score of 0.  If you have complete trust, give a score of 10, 
otherwise give a number in between. 
 
Score: 0..10 
 au09a047 don’t know 
     0 no 
     1 yes 
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au09a048 to au09a054 

There are different ways of trying to improve things in the Netherlands or help prevent 
things from going wrong. During the last 12 months, have you done any of the following? 
au09a048 Have you contacted a politician, government or local government official? 
au09a049 Have you worked in a political party or action group? 
au09a050 Have you worked in another organisation or association? 
au09a051 Have you worn or displayed a campaign badge/sticker? 
au09a052 Have you signed a petition? 
au09a053 Have you taken part in a lawful public demonstration? 
au09a054 Have you boycotted certain products? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
au09a055 

Is there a particular political party you feel closer to than all the other parties? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a055=1 

au09a056 

To which party do you feel closer? 
1 CDA (Christian democrat party) 
2 PvdA (labor party) 
3 VVD (liberal party) 
4 LPF (Lijst Pim Fortuyn; Fortuyn party) 
5 D66 (social-liberal party) 
6 GroenLinks (green party) 
7 SP (socialist party) 
8 ChristenUnie (Christian union party) 
9 Leefbaar Nederland (‘Liveable Netherlands’, a non-denominational citizens’ party) 
10 SGP (Christian Reformed party) 
11 PVV (Lijst Wilders; Wilders' freedom party) 
12 Partij voor de Dieren (animal welfare party) 
13 TON (Lijst Verdonk; Verdonk’s Dutch pride party) 
14 Other party 
15 don’t know 
 
if au09a056=14 

au09a057 

Which other party do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a056<14 

au09a058 

How close do you feel to this party? Do you feel that you are … 
1 very close 
2 quite close 
3 not close 
4 or, not at all close? 
5 don’t know 
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if au09a001<8 

au09a059 

In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale, where 0 means the left and 10 means the right? 

Left          Right don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001<8 

au09a060 

Where would you place the party which you most like on this scale, where 0 means the 
left and 10 means the right? 

Left          Right don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001<8 

au09a061 

Where would you place the party which you most dislike on this scale, where 0 means 
the left and 10 means the right? 

Left          Right don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

if au09a001=8 

au09a062 

In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 
1 Extremely left 
2 Rather left 
3 Left 
4 Somewhat left 
5 Central left 
6 Neither left nor right 
7 Central right 
8 Somewhat right 
9 Right 
10 Rather right 
11 Extremely right 
12 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=8 

au09a063 

Where would you place the party which you most like on this scale? 
1 Extremely left 
2 Rather left 
3 Left 
4 Somewhat left 
5 Central left 
6 Neither left nor right 
7 Central right 
8 Somewhat right 
9 Right 
10 Rather right 
11 Extremely right 
12 don’t know 
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if au09a001=8 

au09a064 

Where would you place the party which you most dislike on this scale? 
1 Extremely left 
2 Rather left 
3 Left 
4 Somewhat left 
5 Central left 
6 Neither left nor right 
7 Central right 
8 Somewhat right 
9 Right 
10 Rather right 
11 Extremely right 
12 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=9 

au09a065 

In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale, where 0 means the extreme left and 10 means the extreme right? 
Extreme left          Extreme right don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

if au09a001=9 

au09a066 

Where would you place the party which you most like on this scale, where 0 means the 
extreme left and 10 means the extreme right? 
Extreme left          Extreme right don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=9 

au09a067 

Where would you place the party which you most dislike on this scale, where 0 means 
the extreme left and 10 means the extreme right? 
Extreme left          Extreme right don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
au09a068 

All things considered, how satisfied are you with your life as a whole nowadays? Please 
answer using this scale, where 0 means extremely dissatisfied and 10 means extremely 
satisfied. 
Extremely 
dissatisfied 

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if (au09a001<5) or (au09a001>6) 

au09a069 

On the whole how satisfied are you with the present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 
Extremely 
dissatisfied 

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
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if au09a001=5 

au09a070 

On the whole how satisfied are you with the present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 
Dissatisfied          Satisfied don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=6 

au09a071 

On the whole I am satisfied with the present state of the economy in the Netherlands. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
if (au09a001<5) or (au09a001>6) 

au09a072 

Now thinking about the Dutch government, how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 
Extremely 
dissatisfied 

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

if au09a001=5 

au09a073 

Now thinking about the Dutch government, how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 
Dissatisfied          Satisfied don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=6 

au09a074 

On the whole I am satisfied with the way the Dutch government is doing its job. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
if (au09a001<5) or (au09a001>6) 

au09a075 

On the whole, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in the Netherlands? 
Extremely 
dissatisfied 

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
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if au09a001=5 

au09a076 

On the whole, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in the Netherlands? 
Dissatisfied          Satisfied don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=6 

au09a077 

And on the whole, I am satisfied with the way democracy works in the Netherlands. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a078 

Now, using this scale, please say what you think overall about the state of education  
in the Netherlands nowadays? 
Extremely bad          Extremely good don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
au09a079 

Using this scale, please say what you think overall about the state of health  
services in the Netherlands nowadays? 
Extremely bad          Extremely good don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001<8 

au09a080 to au09a082 

Using this scale, please say to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the 
following statements. 
au09a080 The government should take measures to reduce differences in income levels 
au09a081 Gay men and lesbians should be free to live their own life as they wish 
au09a082 The government should ensure that all groups in society are treated equally 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=8 

au09a083 

Do you think the government should or should not ensure that all groups in society are 
treated equally? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
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if au09a001=9 

au09a084 

Do you think the government should or should not take measures to reduce differences 
in income levels? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=8 

au09a085 

Do you think the government should or should not take measures to reduce differences 
in income levels? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=9 

au09a086 

Do you think gay men and lesbians should or should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 
1 They definitely should 
2 They probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 They probably should not 
5 They definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=8 

au09a087 

Do you think gay men and lesbians should or should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 
1 They definitely should 
2 They probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 They probably should not 
5 They definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=9 

au09a088 

Do you think the government should or should not ensure that all groups in society are 
treated equally? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
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{intromig} 

Now some questions about people from other countries coming to live in the Netherlands. 
 
au09a089 

To what extent do you think the Netherlands should allow people of the same race or 
ethnic group as most Dutch people to come and live here? 
 
The Dutch policy should... 
1 Allow many to come and live here 
2 Allow some 
3 Allow a few 
4 Allow none 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a090 

How about people of a different race or ethnic group from most Dutch people? 
 
The Dutch policy should... 
1 Allow many to come and live here 
2 Allow some 
3 Allow a few 
4 Allow none 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a091 

How about people from the poorer countries outside Europe? 
 
The Dutch policy should... 
1 Allow many to come and live here 
2 Allow some 
3 Allow a few 
4 Allow none 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a092 

Would you say it is generally bad or good for the Dutch economy that people come to live 
here from other countries? 
Bad for the 
economy 

         Good for the 
economy 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
au09a093 

And, using this scale, would you say that the Dutch cultural life is generally undermined 
or enriched by people coming to live here from other countries?  
Cultural life 
undermined 

         Cultural life 
enriched 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

au09a094 

Are the Netherlands made a worse or a better place to live by people coming to live here 
from other countries? 
Worse place to 

live 
         Better place to 

live 
don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 



 

ESS MTMM 20/57 

{introlev} 

And now a few questions about you and your life. 
 
au09a095 

Taking all things together, how happy would you say you are? 
Extremely 
unhappy 

         Extremely happy don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
au09a096 

How often do you meet socially with friends, relatives or work colleagues? 
1 Never 
2 Less than once a month 
3 Once a month 
4 Several times a month 
5 Once a week 
6 Several times a week 
7 Every day 
8 don’t know 
 
au09a097 

Do you have anyone with whom you can discuss intimate and personal matters? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
au09a098 

Compared to other people of your age, how often would you say you take part in social 
activities? 
1 Much less than most 
2 Less than most 
3 About the same 
4 More than most 
5 Much more than most 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a099 

Have you or a member of your household been the victim of a burglary or assault in the 
last 5 years? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
au09a100 

How safe do you – or would you - feel walking alone after dark in the area where you 
live? 
Do – or would – you feel… 
1 ...very safe, 
2 safe, 
3 unsafe, 
4 or, very unsafe? 
5 don’t know 
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au09a101 

How often, if at all, do you worry about your home being burgled? 
1 All or most of the time 
2 Some of the time 
3 Just occasionally 
4 Never 
5 don’t know 
 
if au09a101<4 

au09a102 

Does this worry about your home being burgled have a… 
1 ...serious effect on the quality of your life, 
2 some effect, 
3 or no real effect on the quality of you life? 
4 don’t know 
 
au09a103 

How often, if at all, do you worry about becoming a victim of violent crime? 
1 All or most of the time 
2 Some of the time 
3 Just occasionally 
4 Never 
5 don’t know 
 
if au09a103<4 

au09a104 

Does this worry about becoming a victim of violent crime have a... 
1 ...serious effect on the quality of your life, 
2 some effect, 
3 or no real effect on the quality of you life? 
4 don’t know 
 
{introter} 

Now we would like to ask some questions about terrorism. 
 
au09a105 

Do you think that a terrorist attack somewhere in Europe during the next twelve months 
is... 
1 ...very likely, 
2 likely, 
3 not very likely, 
4 or, not at all likely? 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a106 

Do you think that a terrorist attack somewhere in the Netherlands during the next twelve 
months is... 
1...very likely, 
2 likely, 
3 not very likely, 
4 or, not at all likely? 
5 don’t know 
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au09a107 to au09a108 

Using this scale, please say how much you agree or disagree with each of these 
statements. 
au09a107 If a man is suspected of planning a terrorist attack in the Netherlands, the 
police should have the power to keep him in prison until they are satisfied he was not 
involved. 
au09a108 Torturing a prisoner in a Dutch prison is never justified, even if it might 
provide information that could prevent a terrorist attack. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
{introzelf} 

The next set of questions is about yourself. 
 
au09a109 

How is your health in general? Would you say it is... 
1 ...very good, 
2 good, 
3 fair, 
4 bad, 
5 or, very bad? 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a110 

Are you hampered in your daily activities in any way by any longstanding illness, or 
disability, infirmity or mental health problem? 
1 Yes, a lot 
2 Yes, to some extent 
3 No 
4 don’t know 
 
au09a111 

Do you consider yourself as belonging to any particular religion or denomination? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a111=1 

au09a112 

Which one? 
1 Roman Catholic 
2 Protestant 
3 Protestant Church in the Netherlands (Protestantse Kerk in Nederland, PKN) 
4 Dutch Reformed (Nederlands Hervormd) 
5 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Gereformeerd) 
6 Other protestant church community 
7 Eastern Orthodox Christian Church 
8 Other Christian church community 
9 Hinduism 
10 Buddhism 
11 Other Eastern religion 
12 Judaism 
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13 Islam / Muslim 
14 Humanism (Humanistisch Verbond) 
15 other non-Christian religion 
16 don’t know 
 
if au09a112=4 

au09a113 

What direction of the Dutch Reformed Church do you mean? 
1 Dutch Reformed: middle-orthodox direction 
2 Dutch Reformed: confessional direction 
3 Dutch Reformed: orthodox direction (Gereformeerde bond) 
4 Dutch Reformed: liberal direction 
5 Dutch Reformed: other direction 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a112=5 

au09a114 

What direction of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands do you mean? 
1 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: synodal 
2 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: liberated (article 31) 
3 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: unassociated 
4 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: Christian Reformed Church 
5 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: reformed congregations 
6 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: old Reformed Church congregations 
7 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: other direction 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a113=5 

au09a115 

What other direction of the Dutch Reformed Church do you mean? 
string 

 
if au09a114=7 

au09a116 

What other direction of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a112=6 

au09a117 

What other Protestant church community do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a112=8 

au09a118 

What other Christian church community do you mean? 
string 

 
if au09a112=11 

au09a119 

What other Eastern religion do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a112=15 

au09a120 

What other non-Christian religion do you mean? 
string 



 

ESS MTMM 24/57 

 

if (au09a111=2) or (au09a111=3) 

au09a121 

Have you ever considered yourself as belonging to any particular religion or 
denomination? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a121=1 

au09a122 

Which one? 
1 Roman Catholic 
2 Protestant 
3 Protestant Church in the Netherlands (Protestantse Kerk in Nederland, PKN) 
4 Dutch Reformed (Nederlands Hervormd) 
5 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Gereformeerd) 
6 Other protestant church community 
7 Eastern Orthodox Christian Church 
8 Other Christian church community 
9 Hinduism 
10 Buddhism 
11 Other Eastern religion 
12 Judaism 
13 Islam / Muslim 
14 Humanism (Humanistisch Verbond) 
15 other non-Christian religion 
16 don’t know 
 
if au09a122=4 

au09a123 

What direction of the Dutch Reformed Church do you mean? 
1 Dutch Reformed: middle-orthodox direction 
2 Dutch Reformed: confessional direction 
3 Dutch Reformed: orthodox direction (Gereformeerde bond) 
4 Dutch Reformed: liberal direction 
5 Dutch Reformed: other direction 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a122=5 

au09a124 

What direction of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands do you mean? 
1 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: synodal 
2 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: liberated (article 31) 
3 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: unassociated 
4 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: Christian Reformed Church 
5 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: reformed congregations 
6 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: old Reformed Church congregations 
7 Reformed Churches in the Netherlands: other direction 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a123=5 

au09a125 

What other direction of the Dutch Reformed Church do you mean? 
string 
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if au09a124=7 

au09a126 

What other direction of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a122=6 

au09a127 

What other Protestant church community do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a122=8 

au09a128 

What other Christian church community do you mean? 
 
if au09a122=11 

au09a129 

What other Eastern religion do you mean? 
string 

 

if au09a122=15 

au09a130 

What other non-Christian religion do you mean? 
string 

 
au09a131 

Regardless of whether you belong to a particular religion, how religious would  
you say you are? 
Not at all 
religious 

         Very religious don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
au09a132 

Apart from special occasions such as weddings and funerals, about how often do you 
attend religious services nowadays? 
1 Every day 
2 More than once a week 
3 Once a week 
4 At least once a month 
5 Only on special religious days 
6 Less often 
7 Never 
8 don’t know 
 
au09a133 
Apart from when you are at religious services, how often, if at all, do you pray? 
1 Every day 
2 More than once a week 
3 Once a week 
4 At least once a month 
5 Only on special religious days 
6 Less often 
7 Never 
8 don’t know 
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au09a134 

Would you describe yourself as being a member of a group that is discriminated against 
in this country? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a134=1 

au09a135 to au09a144 

On what grounds is your group discriminated against? 
More than one answer is possible 
au09a135 Skin color or race 
au09a136 Nationality 
au09a137 Religion 
au09a138 Language 
au09a139 Ethnic group 
au09a140 Age 
au09a141 Gender 
au09a142 Sexual orientation 
au09a143 Handicap 
au09a144 Other 
0 no 
1 yes 
 
if au09a144=1 

au09a145 

What other ground do you mean? 
string 

 

au09a146 

Are you a citizen of the Netherlands? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a146=2 
au09a147 

What citizenship do you hold? 
string 

 

au09a148 

Were you born in the Netherlands? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a148=2 

au09a149 

In what country were you born? 
string 

 

if au09a148=2 

au09a150 

How long ago did you first come to live in the Netherlands? 
1 Within the last year 
2 1-5 years ago 
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3 6-10 years ago 
4 11-20 years ago 
5 More than 20 years ago 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a151 to au09a152 

What language or languages do you speak most often at home? 
Please specify up to 2 languages. 
au09a151 string 

au09a152 string 

au09a153 don’t know 
0 no 
1 yes 
 
au09a154 

Do you belong to a minority ethnic group in the Netherlands? 
By this we mean ethnic groups that are originally not from the Netherlands, such as 
Turks, Moroccans, Surinamese and Antillians.  
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
au09a155 

Was your father born in the Netherlands? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a155=2 

au09a156 

In what country was your father born? 
string 

 

au09a157 

Was your mother born in the Netherlands? 
1 Yes 
2 No 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a157=2 

au09a158 

In what country was your mother born? 
string 
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{introsam} 

Now some questions about the way society works. 
 
au09a159 to au09a164 

Using this scale, please say how much you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements. 
au09a159 Large differences in people’s incomes are acceptable to properly reward 
differences in talents and efforts. 
au09a160 Schools must teach children to obey authority. 
au09a161 A woman should be prepared to cut down on her paid work for the sake of 
her family. 
au09a162 For a society to be fair, differences in people’s standard of living should be 
small. 
au09a163 People who break the law should be given much harsher sentences than they 
are these days. 
au09a164 When jobs are scarce, men should have more right to a job than women. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a165 

Of every 100 people of working age in the Netherlands how many would you say are 
unemployed and looking for work? If you are not sure please give your best guess. 
1 0-4 
2 5-9 
3 10-14 
4 15-19 
5 20-24 
6 25-29 
7 30-34 
8 35-39 
9 40-44 
10 45-49 
11 50 or more 
12 don’t know 
 
au09a166 

Of every 100 people of working age in the Netherlands how many would you say are 
long-term sick or disabled? 
1 0-4 
2 5-9 
3 10-14 
4 15-19 
5 20-24 
6 25-29 
7 30-34 
8 35-39 
9 40-44 
10 45-49 
11 50 or more 
12 don’t know 
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au09a167 

Of every 100 people of working age in the Netherlands how many would you say do not 
have enough money for basic necessities? Remember, if you are not sure please give 
your best guess. 
1 0-4 
2 5-9 
3 10-14 
4 15-19 
5 20-24 
6 25-29 
7 30-34 
8 35-39 
9 40-44 
10 45-49 
11 50 or more 
12 don’t know 
 
au09a168 

And of every 100 people of working age in the Netherlands about how many would you 
say were born outside the Netherlands? 
1 0-4 
2 5-9 
3 10-14 
4 15-19 
5 20-24 
6 25-29 
7 30-34 
8 35-39 
9 40-44 
10 45-49 
11 50 or more 
12 don’t know 
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{introned} 

The next few questions are about how good or bad certain things are  
for different groups in the Netherlands nowadays. 
 
au09a169 

Using this scale, what do you think overall about the standard of living of pensioners? 
Please give your answer on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 means extremely bad and 10 
means extremely good. 
Extremely bad          Extremely good don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
au09a170 

What do you think overall about the standard of living of people who are unemployed? 
Extremely bad          Extremely good don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

au09a171 

And what do you think overall about the provision of affordable child care services for  
working parents? 
Extremely bad          Extremely good don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
au09a172 

And what do you think overall about the opportunities for young people to find their first  
full-time job in the Netherlands? 
Extremely bad          Extremely good don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

au09a173 to au09a175 

People have different views on what the responsibilities of the government should or 
should not be. For each of the tasks below please indicate on a score of 0-10 how much 
responsibility you think the government should have. 0 means it should not be the 
government’s responsibility at all and 10 means it should be entirely the government’s 
responsibility. 
 
0 = Should not be the government’s responsibility at all 
10 = Should be entirely the government’s responsibility 
au09a173 ensuring a job for everyone who wants one? 
au09a174 ensuring adequate health care for the sick? 
au09a175 ensuring a reasonable standard of living for the old? 
0 0 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 6 
7 7 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10 
11 don’t know 
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au09a176 to au09a178 

And how much responsibility do you think the government should have for each of the 
tasks below. Again, 0 means it should not be the government’s responsibility at all and 
10 means it should be entirely the government’s responsibility. 
 
0 = Should not be the government’s responsibility at all 
10 = Should be entirely the government’s responsibility 
au09a176 ensuring a reasonable standard of living for the unemployed? 
au09a177 ensuring sufficient child care services for working parents? 
au09a178 ensuring paid leave from work for people who temporarily have to care for 
sick family members? 
0 0 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 6 
7 7 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10 
11 don’t know 
 
{introsoc} 

Now some questions about the effect of social benefits and services on different areas of 
life in the Netherlands. By social benefits and services we are thinking about things like 
health care, pensions and social security. 
 
au09a179 to au09a184 

Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that social benefits and services in 
the Netherlands... 
au09a179 ... place too great a strain on the economy? 
au09a180 ...prevent widespread poverty? 
au09a181 ...lead to a more equal society? 
au09a182 ...encourage people from other countries to come and live here? 
au09a183 ...cost businesses too much in taxes and charges? 
au09a184 ...make it easier for people to combine work and family life? 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
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au09a185 to au09a187 

And to what extent do you agree or disagree that social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands... 
au09a185 ...make people lazy? 
au09a186 ...make people less willing to care for one another? 
au09a187 ...make people less willing to look after themselves and their family? 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a188 

Still thinking about the provision of social benefits and services, please say how efficient 
you think the provision of health care in the Netherlands is. Choose your answer from 
this scale where 0 means extremely inefficient and 10 means extremely efficient. 
Extremely 
inefficient 

         Extremely 
efficient 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
au09a189 

And how efficient do you think the tax authorities are at things like handling queries on 
time, avoiding mistakes and preventing fraud? Please use this scale where 0 means they 
are extremely inefficient in doing their job and 10 means they are extremely efficient. 
Extremely 
inefficient 

         Extremely 
efficient 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

au09a190 

Using this scale, please indicate whether you think doctors and nurses in the Netherlands 
give special advantages to certain people or deal with everyone equally? Choose your 
answer from this scale where 0 means you think they give special advantages to certain 
people and 10 means you think they deal with everyone equally. 
Give special 
advantages to 
certain people 

         Deal with 
everyone equally 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
au09a191 

please indicate whether you think the tax authorities in the Netherlands give special 
advantages to certain people or deal with everyone equally? 
Give special 
advantages to 
certain people 

         Deal with 
everyone equally 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
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au09a192 

Many social benefits and services are paid for by taxes. If the government had to choose 
between increasing taxes and spending more on social benefits and services, or 
decreasing taxes and spending less on social benefits and services, which should they 
do? 
 
0 = The government should decrease taxes a lot and spend much less on social benefits 
and services 
10 = The government should increase taxes a lot and spend much more on social 
benefits and services 

           don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
au09a193 

Think of two people, one earning twice as much as the other. Which of the three 
statements below comes closest to how you think they should be taxed? 
1 They should both pay the same share (same %) of their earnings in tax so that 
the person earning twice as much pays double in tax 
2 The higher earner should pay a higher share (a higher %) of their earnings in 

tax so the person earning twice as much pays more than double in tax 
3 They should both pay the same actual amount of money in tax regardless of 
their different levels of earnings 
4 None of these 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a194 

Some people say that higher earners should get larger old age pensions because they 
have paid in more. Others say that lower earners should get larger old age pensions 
because their needs are greater. Which of the three statements below comes closest to 
your view? 
1 Higher earners should get a larger old age pension than lower earners 
2 High and low earners should get the same amount of old age pension 
3 Lower earners should get a larger old age pension than higher earners 
4 None of these 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a195 

Some people say that higher earners should get more benefit when they are temporarily 
unemployed because they paid more in tax, whilst others think that lower earners should 
get more because they are in greater need.  
Which of the three statements below do you agree with most? 
1 Higher earners who become unemployed temporarily should get more in benefit 
2 High and low earners should get the same amount of benefit  
3 Lower earners who become unemployed temporarily should get more in benefit 
4 None of these 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a196 

Thinking of people coming to live in the Netherlands from other countries, when do you 
think they should obtain the same rights to social benefits and services as citizens 
already living here? Please choose the option below that comes closest to your view. 
1 Immediately on arrival 
2 After living in the Netherlands for a year, whether or not they have worked 
3 Only after they have worked and paid taxes for at least a year 
4 Once they have become a Dutch citizen 
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5 They should never get the same rights 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a197 

A lot of people who come to live in the Netherlands from other countries pay taxes and 
make use of social benefits and services. On balance, do you think people who come to 
live in the Netherlands receive more than they contribute or contribute more than they 
receive? Please use this scale where 0 means they receive much more and 10 means 
they contribute much more. 
Receive much 
more than 
they 

contribute 

         Contribute much 
more than they 

receive 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

au09a198 to au09a202 

Using this scale, please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the 
following statements about people in the Netherlands. 
au09a198 Most unemployed people do not really try to find a job 
au09a199 Many people with very low incomes get less benefit than they are legally 
entitled to 
au09a200 Many people manage to obtain benefits and services to which they are not 
entitled 
au09a201 There are insufficient benefits in the Netherlands to help the people who are 
in real need 
au09a202 Employees often pretend that they are sick in order to stay at home 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
au09a203 

There is some debate nowadays about the cost of providing public health care in the 
Netherlands. Thinking about 10 years from now, which of the statements below comes 
closest to your own opinion? 
 
In ten years time: 

1 the Netherlands will not be able to afford the present level of public health care 
2 the Netherlands will be able to afford the present level of public health care but not to 
increase it 
3 the Netherlands will be able to afford to increase the level of public health care 
4 don’t know 
 
au09a204 

There is also some debate nowadays about the cost of pensions in the Netherlands. 
Thinking of ten years from now, which of the statements below comes closest to your 
own opinion? 
 
In ten years time: 

1 the Netherlands will not be able to afford the present level of old age pension 
2 the Netherlands will be able to afford the present level of old age pension but not to 
increase it 
3 the Netherlands will be able to afford to increase the level of old age pension 
4 don’t know 
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{introjaa} 

In the next few questions, we would like you to think about what might happen during 
the next 12 months. 
 

au09a205 

How likely would you say it is that during the next 12 months you will be unemployed 
and looking for work for at least four consecutive weeks? 
1 Not at all likely 
2 Not very likely 
3 Likely 
4 Very likely 
5 Never worked OR not working anymore and not looking for work 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a205<>5 

au09a206 

How likely is it that during the next 12 months you will have to spend less time in paid 
work than you would like, because you have to take care of family members or relatives? 
1 Not at all likely 
2 Not very likely 
3 Likely 
4 Very likely 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a207 

And during the next 12 months how likely is it that there will be some periods when you 
don’t have enough money to cover your household necessities? 
1 Not at all likely 
2 Not very likely 
3 Likely 
4 Very likely 
5 don’t know 
 
au09a208 

And during the next 12 months how likely is it that you will not receive the health care 
you really need if you become ill? 
1 Not at all likely 
2 Not very likely 
3 Likely 
4 Very likely 
5 don’t know 
 
{intromtmm} 

To help us improve future questionnaires, we request that you answer six more questions 
about different subjects, which resemble the previous ones. Please do not try to 
remember your previous answers, but answer these questions as if they were entirely 
new. 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a209 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend watching television? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
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5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=1 

au09a210 to au09a211 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend watching television? 
au09a210 write in hours: 0..24, empty 

au09a211 and minutes: 0..59, empty 

au09a212 don’t know 
0 no 
1 yes 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a213 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend watching television? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a214 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=1 

au09a215 to au09a216 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
au09a215 write in hours: 0..24, empty 

au09a216 and minutes: 0..59, empty 

au09a217 don’t know 
0 no 
1 yes 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a218 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 



 

ESS MTMM 37/57 

5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a219 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
1 No time at all 
2 Less than ½ hour 
3 ½ hour to 1 hour 
4 More than 1 hour, up to 1½ hours 
5 More than 1½ hours, up to 2 hours 
6 More than 2 hours, up to 2½ hours 
7 More than 2½ hours, up to 3 hours 
8 More than 3 hours 
9 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=1 

au09a220 to au09a221 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
au09a220 write in hours: 0..24, empty 

au09a221 and minutes: 0..59, empty 

au09a222 don’t know 
0 no 
1 yes 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a223 

On an average weekday, how much time, in total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
1 No time at all 
2 Very little time 
3 A little time 
4 Some time 
5 Quite a lot of time 
6 A lot of time 
7 A great deal of time 
8 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=3 

au09a224 

Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? Please indicate a score between 0 and 10, where 0 
means you can’t be too careful and 10 means that most people can be trusted. 
You can’t be 
too careful  

         Most people can 
be trusted 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=1 

au09a225 

Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? Please indicate a score between 0 and 5, where 0 
means you can’t be too careful and 5 means that most people can be trusted. 
You can’t be 
too careful 

    Most people can 
be trusted 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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if au09a001=2 

au09a226 

Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 
1 You can’t be too careful 
2 Most people can be trusted 
3 don’t know 
 

if au09a001=3 

au09a227 

Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? Please indicate a score of 0 to 10, where 0 means most 
people would try to take advantage of you and 10 means that most people would try to 
be fair. 
Most people 
would try to 
take 

advantage of 
me  

         Most people 
would try to be 

fair 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

if au09a001=1 

au09a228 

Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? Please indicate a score of 0 to 5, where 0 means most 
people would try to take advantage of you and 5 means that most people would try to be 
fair. 
Most people 
would try to 
take 

advantage of 
me 

    Most people 
would try to be 

fair 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

if au09a001=2 

au09a229 

Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 
1 Most people would try to take advantage of me 
2 Most people would try to be fair 
3 don’t know 
 

if au09a001=3 

au09a230 

Would you say that most people deserve your trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? Please indicate a score of 0 to 10, where 0 means very few people deserve your 
trust and 10 means that most people deserve your trust. 
Very few 
people 

deserve my 
trust  

         Most people 
deserve my trust 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
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if au09a001=1 

au09a231 

Would you say that most people deserve your trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? Please indicate a score of 0 to 5, where 0 means very few people deserve your 
trust and 5 means that most people deserve your trust. 
Very few 
people 

deserve my 
trust 

    Most people 
deserve my 
trust 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
if au09a001=2 

au09a232 

Would you say that most people deserve your trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 
1 Very few people deserve my trust 
2 Most people deserve my trust 
3 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=6 

au09a233 to au09a235 

Please indicate on a score of 0-10 how much you personally trust of the institutions listed 
below. 0 means you do not trust an institution at all, and 10 means you have complete 
trust. 
 
0 = no trust at all 
10 = complete trust 
au09a233 The Dutch parliament? 
au09a234 The Legal system? 
au09a235 The police? 
0 0 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 6 
7 7 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10  
11 don’t know 
 



 

ESS MTMM 40/57 

if au09a001=4 

au09a236 to au09a238 

Please select one box on each line below to show how much you personally trust each 
institution. 
 
0 = no trust at all 
5 = complete trust 
au09a236 The Dutch parliament? 
au09a237 The Legal system? 
au09a238 The police? 
0 0 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=5 

au09a239 

Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how much you personally trust the Dutch 
parliament. If you have no trust at all give a score of 0. If you have complete trust, give 
a score of 10, otherwise give a number in between. 
 
Score: 0..10 
 au09a240 don’t know 
       0 no 
       1 yes 
 
if au09a001=5 

au09a241 

Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how much you personally trust the legal system. If 
you have no trust at all give a score of 0. If you have complete trust, give a score of 10, 
otherwise give a number in between. 
 
Score: 0..10 
 au09a242 don’t know 
       0 no 
       1 yes 
 
if au09a001=5 

au09a243 

Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how much you personally trust the police. If you 
have no trust at all give a score of 0. If you have complete trust, give a score of 10, 
otherwise give a number in between. 
 
Score: 0..10 
 au09a244 don’t know 
       0 no 
       1 yes 
 



 

ESS MTMM 41/57 

if au09a001=6 

au09a245 

On the whole how satisfied are you with the present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 
Extremely 
dissatisfied  

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=4 

au09a246 

On the whole how satisfied are you with the present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 
Dissatisfied           Satisfied don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=5 

au09a247 

On the whole I am satisfied with the present state of the economy in the Netherlands. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=6 

au09a248 

Now thinking about the Dutch government, how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 
Extremely 
dissatisfied  

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=4 

au09a249 

Now thinking about the Dutch government, how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 
Dissatisfied           Satisfied don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=5 

au09a250 

On the whole I am satisfied with the way the government is doing its job. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
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if au09a001=6 

au09a251 

On the whole, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in the Netherlands? 
Extremely 
dissatisfied  

         Extremely 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=4 

au09a252 

On the whole, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in the Netherlands? 
Dissatisfied           Satisfied don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=5 

au09a253 

And on the whole, I am satisfied with the way democracy works in the Netherlands. 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=9 

au09a254 to au09a256 

Using this scale, please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the 
following statements? 
au09a254 The government should take measures to reduce differences in income levels 
au09a255 Gay men and lesbians should be free to live their own life as they wish 
au09a256 The government should ensure that all groups in society are treated equally 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagreee 
5 Disagree strongly 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=7 

au09a257 

Do you think the government should or should not ensure that all groups in society are 
treated equally? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
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if au09a001=8 

au09a258 

Do you think the government should or should not take measures to reduce differences 
in income levels? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=7 

au09a259 

Do you think the government should or should not take measures to reduce differences 
in income levels? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=8 

au09a260 

Do you think gay men and lesbians should or should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 
1 They definitely should 
2 They probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 They probably should not 
5 They definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=7 

au09a261 

Do you think gay men and lesbians should or should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 
1 They definitely should 
2 They probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 They probably should not 
5 They definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
 
if au09a001=8 

au09a262 

Do you think the government should or should not ensure that all groups in society are 
treated equally? 
1 It definitely should 
2 It probably should 
3 No opinion either way 
4 It probably should not 
5 It definitely should not 
6 don’t know 
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if au09a001=9 

au09a263 

In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale, where 0 means the left and 10 means the right? 

Left           Right don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=9 

au09a264 

Where would you place the party which you most like on this scale, where 0 means the 
left and 10 means the right? 

Left           Right don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
if au09a001=9 

au09a265 

Where would you place you place the party which you most dislike on this scale, where 0 
means the left and 10 means the right? 

Left           Right don’t 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

if au09a001=7 

au09a266 

In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 
1 Extremely left 
2 Rather left 
3 Left 
4 Somewhat left 
5 Central left 
6 Neither left nor right 
7 Central right 
8 Somewhat right 
9 Right 
10 Rather right 
11 Extremely right 
12 don’t know 
 

if au09a001=7 

au09a267 

Where would you place the party which you most like on this scale? 
1 Extremely left 
2 Rather left 
3 Left 
4 Somewhat left 
5 Central left 
6 Neither left nor right 
7 Central right 
8 Somewhat right 
9 Right 
10 Rather right 
11 Extremely right 
12 don’t know 
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if au09a001=7 

au09a268 

Where would you place the party which you most dislike on this scale? 
1 Extremely left 
2 Rather left 
3 Left 
4 Somewhat left 
5 Central left 
6 Neither left nor right 
7 Central right 
8 Somewhat right 
9 Right 
10 Rather right 
11 Extremely right 
12 don’t know 
 

if au09a001=8 

au09a269 

In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale, where 0 means the extreme left and 10 means the extreme right? 
Extreme left           Extreme right don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
if au09a001=8 

au09a270 

Where would you place the party which you most like on this scale, where 0 means the 
extreme left and 10 means the extreme right? 
Extreme left           Extreme right don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

if au09a001=8 

au09a271 

Where would you place the party which you most dislike on this scale, where 0 means 
the extreme left and 10 means the extreme right? 
Extreme left           Extreme right don’t 

know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 



 

ESS MTMM 46/57 

au09a272 to au09a276 

Please complete the questionnaire until you reach the starting screen again. Only then 
will the system register the questionnaire as being completely filled out. What did you 
think of this questionnaire: 
 
1 = definitely not 

5 = definitely so 

au09a272 Did you have difficulty answering the questions? 
au09a273 Did you feel the questions were clear? 
au09a274 Did the questionnaire get you to think? 
au09a275 Did you find this questionnaire’s topic interesting? 
au09a276 Did you like filling out the questions? 
1 definitely not 
2 
3 
4 
5 definitely so 
 
au09a277 

Questionnaire starting date 
 
au09a278 

Questionnaire starting time 
 
au09a279 

Questionnaire end date 
 
au09a280 

Questionnaire end time 
 

calculated variable 

au09a281 Questionnaire duration in seconds 
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4 Descriptives 

 Descriptive Statistics 

  N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

nomem_en
cr 

Number of household member encrypted 3217 800057 899993 850005,82 29120,190 

nohouse_e
ncr 

Number of household encrypted 3217 500001 599963 549561,96 28476,614 

au09a_m Year and month of the field work period 3217 200812 200812 200812,00 ,000 

au09a001 experimental condition 3217 1 9 5,01 2,553 

au09a002 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? 

2503 1 8 5,44 1,859 

au09a003 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? write 
in hours: 

346 0 21 3,81 3,735 

au09a004 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? and 
minutes: 

228 0 50 17,40 15,234 

au09a005 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? don't 
know 

0 
    

au09a006 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? 

368 1 7 3,83 1,003 

au09a007 And again on an average weekday, how much 
of your time watching television is spent 
watching news or programmes about politics 
and current affairs? 

2789 1 8 3,11 1,241 

au09a008 And again on an average weekday, how much 
of your time watching television is spent 
watching news or programmes about politics 
and current affairs? 

362 1 7 4,03 1,212 

au09a009 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 

2502 1 8 4,56 2,704 

au09a010 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
write in hours: 

324 0 24 3,38 3,580 

au09a011 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
and minutes: 

191 0 45 12,49 14,291 

au09a012 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
don't know 

3 1 1 1,00 ,000 

au09a013 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 

367 1 7 3,49 1,556 

au09a014 And again on an average weekday, how much 
of your time listening to the radio is spent 
listening to news or programmes about 
politics and current affairs? 

2415 1 8 2,62 1,484 

au09a015 And again on an average weekday, how much 
of your time listening to the radio is spent 
listening to news or programmes about 
politics and current affairs? 

329 1 7 3,22 1,342 

au09a016 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 

2502 1 8 2,69 1,252 

au09a017 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
write in hours: 

283 0 20 1,08 1,991 

au09a018 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
and minutes: 

254 0 50 18,67 14,628 
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au09a019 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
don't know 

0 
    

au09a020 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 

367 1 7 3,47 1,318 

au09a021 And how much of this time is spent reading 
about politics and current affairs? 

2412 1 8 2,22 ,828 

au09a022 And how much of this time is spent reading 
about politics and current affairs? 

333 1 7 3,68 1,265 

au09a023 How often do you use the internet, the World 
Wide Web or e-mail – whether at home or at 
work – for your personal use? 

3212 1 6 5,10 1,351 

au09a024 Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 

2500 0 10 5,82 2,148 

au09a025 Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 

345 0 5 3,08 1,172 

au09a026 Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 

367 1 2 1,64 ,480 

au09a027 Do you think that most people would try to 
take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 

2500 0 10 6,14 1,775 

au09a028 Do you think that most people would try to 
take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 

345 0 5 3,33 ,965 

au09a029 Do you think that most people would try to 
take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 

367 1 2 1,82 ,385 

au09a030 Would you say that most of the time people 
try to be helpful or that they are mostly 
looking out for themselves? 

3212 0 10 5,65 1,868 

au09a031 Would you say that most people deserve your 
trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 

2500 0 10 6,52 1,778 

au09a032 Would you say that most people deserve your 
trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 

345 0 5 3,55 ,948 

au09a033 Would you say that most people deserve your 
trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 

367 1 2 1,80 ,402 

au09a034 How often does politics seem so complicated 
that you can’t really understand what is going 
on? 

3211 1 5 3,07 ,978 

au09a035 How difficult or easy do you find it to make 
your mind up about political issues? 

3211 1 5 2,86 ,846 

au09a036 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament 

2482 0 10 5,64 1,791 

au09a037 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system 

2483 0 10 5,89 1,911 

au09a038 how much do you personally trust? - The 
police 

2483 0 10 6,04 1,749 

au09a039 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament 

355 0 5 2,88 ,969 

au09a040 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system 

355 0 5 2,99 1,044 

au09a041 how much do you personally trust? - The 
police 

355 0 5 3,13 ,976 

au09a042 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament 

370 0 9 5,67 1,758 
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au09a043 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament - don't know 

0 
    

au09a044 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system 

370 0 9 5,99 1,806 

au09a045 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system - don't know 

0 
    

au09a046 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Police 

370 0 10 6,25 1,605 

au09a047 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Police - don't know 

0 
    

au09a048 Have you contacted a politician, government 
or local government official? 

3206 1 2 1,86 ,351 

au09a049 Have you worked in a political party or action 
group? 

3206 1 2 1,96 ,194 

au09a050 Have you worked in another organisation or 
association? 

3206 1 2 1,80 ,403 

au09a051 Have you worn or displayed a campaign 
badge/sticker? 

3206 1 2 1,96 ,200 

au09a052 Have you signed a petition? 3206 1 2 1,78 ,414 

au09a053 Have you taken part in a lawful public 
demonstration? 

3206 1 2 1,96 ,188 

au09a054 Have you boycotted certain products? 3205 1 2 1,88 ,322 

au09a055 Is there a particular political party you feel 
closer to than all the other parties? 

3204 1 2 1,41 ,492 

au09a056 To which party do you feel closer? 1885 1 14 4,74 3,384 

au09a058 How close do you feel to this party? Do you 
feel that you are… 

1885 1 4 2,16 ,513 

au09a059 In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and 
“right”.  Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 

2514 0 10 5,08 2,011 

au09a060 Where would you place the party which you 
most like on this scale? 

2511 0 10 5,14 2,187 

au09a061 Where would you place the party which you 
most dislike on this scale? 

2510 0 10 5,42 3,823 

au09a062 In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and 
“right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 

340 1 11 6,35 1,995 

au09a063 Where would you place the party which you 
most like on this scale? 

339 1 11 6,14 2,185 

au09a064 Where would you place the party which you 
most dislike on this scale? 

339 1 11 6,57 4,292 

au09a065 In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and 
“right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 

343 0 10 4,98 1,800 

au09a066 Where would you place the party which you 
most like on this scale? 

343 0 10 5,04 1,851 

au09a067 Where would you place the party which you 
most dislike on this scale? 

342 0 10 5,99 3,652 

au09a068 All things considered, how satisfied are you 
with your life as a whole nowadays? 

3204 0 10 7,26 1,444 

au09a069 On the whole how satisfied are you with the 
present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 

2479 0 10 5,22 1,717 

au09a070 On the whole how satisfied are you with the 
present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 

355 0 9 5,23 1,746 

au09a071 On the whole I am satisfied with the present 
state of the economy in the Netherlands. 

370 2 5 3,19 ,843 

au09a072 Now thinking about the Dutch government, 
how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 

2477 0 10 5,59 1,749 
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au09a073 Now thinking about the Dutch government, 
how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 

354 0 9 5,43 1,827 

au09a074 On the whole I am satisfied with the way the 
Dutch government is doing its job. 

370 1 5 2,89 ,834 

au09a075 On the whole, how satisfied are you with the 
way democracy works in the Netherlands? 

2477 0 10 6,06 1,649 

au09a076 On the whole, how satisfied are you with the 
way democracy works in the Netherlands? 

355 0 10 5,95 1,751 

au09a077 And on the whole, I am satisfied with the way 
democracy works in the Netherlands. 

370 1 5 2,60 ,745 

au09a078 Now, using this scale, please say what you 
think overall about the state of education in 
the Netherlands nowadays? 

3206 0 10 5,84 1,525 

au09a079 Using this scale, please say what you think 
overall about the state of health services in 
the Netherlands nowadays? 

3206 0 10 6,07 1,596 

au09a080 The government should take measures to 
reduce differences in income levels 

2519 1 5 2,54 ,950 

au09a081 Gay men and lesbians should be free to live 
their own life as they wish 

2519 1 5 1,82 ,873 

au09a082 The government should ensure that all 
groups in society are treated equally 

2519 1 5 2,08 ,841 

au09a083 Do you think the government should or 
should not ensure that all groups in society 
are treated equally? 

339 1 5 2,05 ,942 

au09a084 Do you think the government should or 
should not take measures to reduce 
differences in income levels? 

344 1 5 2,21 1,007 

au09a085 Do you think the government should or 
should not take measures to reduce 
differences in income levels? 

340 1 5 2,36 1,116 

au09a086 Do you think gay men and lesbians should or 
should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 

345 1 5 1,50 ,944 

au09a087 Do you think gay men and lesbians should or 
should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 

339 1 5 1,54 ,955 

au09a088 Do you think the government should or 
should not ensure that all groups in society 
are treated equally? 

345 1 5 1,87 ,945 

au09a089 To what extent do you think the Netherlands 
should allow people of the same race or 
ethnic group as most Dutch people to come 
and live here? 

3201 1 4 2,36 ,704 

au09a090 How about people of a different race or ethnic 
group from most Dutch people? 

3200 1 4 2,44 ,721 

au09a091 How about people from the poorer countries 
outside Europe? 

3202 1 4 2,53 ,769 

au09a092 Would you say it is generally bad or good for 
the Dutch economy that people come to live 
here from other countries? 

3201 0 10 5,28 1,837 

au09a093 And, using this scale, would you say that the 
Dutch cultural life is generally undermined or 
enriched by people coming to live here from 
other countries? 

3201 0 10 5,75 1,943 

au09a094 Are the Netherlands made a worse or a better 
place to live by people coming to live here 
from other countries? 

3200 0 10 5,06 1,889 

au09a095 Taking all things together, how happy would 
you say you are? 

3204 0 10 7,41 1,312 

au09a096 How often do you meet socially with friends, 
relatives or work colleagues? 

3204 1 7 5,16 1,243 
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au09a097 Do you have anyone with whom you can 
discuss intimate and personal matters? 

3203 1 2 1,09 ,284 

au09a098 Compared to other people of your age, how 
often would you say you take part in social 
activities? 

3204 1 5 2,75 ,849 

au09a099 Have you or a member of your household 
been the victim of a burglary or assault in the 
last 5 years? 

3204 1 2 1,87 ,335 

au09a100 How safe do you – or would you - feel 
walking alone after dark in the area where 
you live? 

3204 1 4 2,13 ,569 

au09a101 How often, if at all, do you worry about your 
home being burgled? 

3204 1 4 2,94 ,794 

au09a102 Does this worry about your home being 
burgled have a… 

2344 1 3 2,66 ,558 

au09a103 How often, if at all, do you worry about 
becoming a victim of violent crime? 

3204 1 4 3,33 ,720 

au09a104 Does this worry about becoming a victim of 
violent crime have a... 

1678 1 3 2,56 ,661 

au09a105 Do you think that a terrorist attack 
somewhere in Europe during the next twelve 
months is... 

3200 1 4 2,25 ,670 

au09a106 Do you think that a terrorist attack 
somewhere in the Netherlands during the 
next twelve months is... 

3198 1 4 2,69 ,629 

au09a107 If a man is suspected of planning a terrorist 
attack in the Netherlands, the police should 
have the power to keep him in prison until 
they are satisfied he was not involved. 

3202 1 5 1,84 ,886 

au09a108 Torturing a prisoner in a Dutch prison is 
never justified, even if it might provide 
information that could prevent a terrorist 
attack. 

3202 1 5 2,30 1,160 

au09a109 How is your health in general? Would you say 
it is... 

3203 1 5 2,23 ,679 

au09a110 Are you hampered in your daily activities in 
any way by any longstanding illness, or 
disability, infirmity or mental health problem? 

3203 1 3 2,70 ,524 

au09a111 Do you consider yourself as belonging to any 
particular religion or denomination? 

3203 1 2 1,65 ,476 

au09a112 Which one? 1112 1 15 3,23 3,159 

au09a113 What direction of the Dutch Reformed Church 
do you mean? 

95 1 5 3,15 1,220 

au09a114 What direction of the Reformed Churches in 
the Netherlands do you mean? 

65 1 7 2,68 1,650 

au09a121 Have you ever considered yourself as 
belonging to any particular religion or 
denomination? 

2090 1 2 1,73 ,443 

au09a122 Which one? 560 1 15 2,48 2,396 

au09a123 What direction of the Dutch Reformed Church 
do you mean? 

89 1 5 3,40 1,231 

au09a124 What direction of the Reformed Churches in 
the Netherlands do you mean? 

49 1 5 2,22 1,490 

au09a131 Regardless of whether you belong to a 
particular religion, how religious would you 
say you are? 

3203 0 10 4,53 2,957 

au09a132 Apart from special occasions such as 
weddings and funerals, about how often do 
you attend religious services nowadays? 

3203 1 7 5,96 1,451 

au09a133 Apart from when you are at religious 
services, how often, if at all, do you pray? 

3202 1 7 5,05 2,446 
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au09a134 Would you describe yourself as being a 
member of a group that is discriminated 
against in this country? 

3202 1 2 1,94 ,240 

au09a135 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Skin color or race 

197 0 1 ,20 ,399 

au09a136 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Nationality 

197 0 1 ,18 ,383 

au09a137 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Religion 

197 0 1 ,25 ,436 

au09a138 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Language 

197 0 1 ,08 ,274 

au09a139 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Ethnic group 

197 0 1 ,10 ,303 

au09a140 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Age 

197 0 1 ,15 ,360 

au09a141 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Gender 

197 0 1 ,12 ,322 

au09a142 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Sexual orientation 

197 0 1 ,15 ,355 

au09a143 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Handicap 

197 0 1 ,11 ,309 

au09a144 On what grounds is your group discriminated 
against? - Other 

197 0 1 ,21 ,407 

au09a146 Are you a citizen of the Netherlands? 3203 1 2 1,02 ,139 

au09a148 Were you born in the Netherlands? 3203 1 2 1,06 ,246 

au09a150 How long ago did you first come to live in the 
Netherlands? 

208 1 5 4,26 ,999 

au09a153 What language or languages do you speak 
most often at home? - don't know 

2 1 1 1,00 ,000 

au09a154 Do you belong to a minority ethnic group in 
the Netherlands? 

3202 1 2 1,96 ,185 

au09a155 Was your father born in the Netherlands? 3203 1 2 1,08 ,278 

au09a157 Was your mother born in the Netherlands? 3203 1 2 1,10 ,295 

au09a159 Large differences in people’s incomes are 
acceptable to properly reward differences in 
talents and efforts. 

3200 1 5 2,91 ,955 

au09a160 Schools must teach children to obey 
authority. 

3202 1 5 2,16 ,774 

au09a161 A woman should be prepared to cut down on 
her paid work for the sake of her family. 

3201 1 5 3,44 1,019 

au09a162 For a society to be fair, differences in 
people’s standard of living should be small. 

3198 1 5 2,76 ,863 

au09a163 People who break the law should be given 
much harsher sentences than they are these 
days. 

3201 1 5 2,32 ,909 

au09a164 When jobs are scarce, men should have more 
right to a job than women. 

3201 1 5 3,92 ,971 

au09a165 Of every 100 people of working age in the 
Netherlands how many would you say are 
unemployed and looking for work? 

3201 1 11 3,69 2,377 

au09a166 Of every 100 people of working age in the 
Netherlands how many would you say are 
long-term sick or disabled? 

3200 1 11 3,18 2,189 

au09a167 Of every 100 people of working age in the 
Netherlands how many would you say do not 
have enough money for basic necessities? 

3201 1 11 3,43 2,657 

au09a168 And of every 100 people of working age in 
the Netherlands about how many would you 
say were born outside the Netherlands? 

3199 1 11 4,02 2,332 

au09a169 Using this scale, what do you think overall 
about the standard of living of pensioners? 

3198 0 10 5,97 1,636 
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au09a170 What do you think overall about the standard 
of living of people who are unemployed? 

3199 0 10 4,96 1,511 

au09a171 And what do you think overall about the 
provision of affordable child care services for 
working parents? 

3194 0 10 5,27 1,844 

au09a172 And what do you think overall about the 
opportunities for young people to find their 
first full-time job in the Netherlands? 

3196 0 10 5,99 1,514 

au09a173 How much responsibility do you think the 
government should have - ensuring a job for 
everyone who wants one? 

3199 0 10 5,92 2,177 

au09a174 How much responsibility do you think the 
government should have - ensuring adequate 
health care for the sick? 

3199 0 10 8,37 1,413 

au09a175 How much responsibility do you think the 
government should have - ensuring a 
reasonable standard of living for the old? 

3199 0 10 7,79 1,534 

au09a176 How much responsibility do you think the 
government should have - ensuring a 
reasonable standard of living for the 
unemployed? 

3193 0 10 6,17 1,797 

au09a177 How much responsibility do you think the 
government should have - ensuring sufficient 
child care services for working parents? 

3198 0 10 6,53 2,085 

au09a178 How much responsibility do you think the 
government should have - ensuring paid 
leave from work for people who temporarily 
have to care for sick family members? 

3197 0 10 6,74 1,929 

au09a179 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ... place too great a strain on 
the economy? 

3197 1 5 3,31 ,782 

au09a180 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...prevent widespread poverty? 

3198 1 5 2,37 ,781 

au09a181 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...lead to a more equal society? 

3196 1 5 2,59 ,751 

au09a182 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...encourage people from other 
countries to come and live here? 

3197 1 5 2,82 1,098 

au09a183 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...cost businesses too much in 
taxes and charges? 

3197 1 5 2,95 ,837 

au09a184 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...make it easier for people to 
combine work and family life? 

3197 1 5 2,56 ,759 

au09a185 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...make people lazy? 

3198 1 5 2,99 ,947 

au09a186 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...make people less willing to 
care for one another? 

3198 1 5 2,88 ,898 

au09a187 To what extent do you agree or disagree that 
social benefits and services in the 
Netherlands - ...make people less willing to 
look after themselves and their family? 

3198 1 5 3,16 ,914 

au09a188 How efficient do you think the provision of 
health care in the Netherlands is? 

3195 0 10 5,75 1,735 
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au09a189 How efficient do you think the tax authorities 
are at things like handling queries on time, 
avoiding mistakes and preventing fraud? 

3198 0 10 5,07 1,799 

au09a190 Please indicate whether you think doctors and 
nurses in the Netherlands give special 
advantages to certain people or deal with 
everyone equally? 

3196 0 10 6,22 2,007 

au09a191 Please indicate whether you think the tax 
authorities in the Netherlands give special 
advantages to certain people or deal with 
everyone equally? 

3198 0 10 6,40 2,194 

au09a192 If the government had to choose between 
increasing taxes and spending more on social 
benefits and services, or decreasing taxes 
and spending less on social benefits and 
services, which should they do? 

3195 0 10 4,96 1,636 

au09a193 Think of two people, one earning twice as 
much as the other. Which of the three 
statements below comes closest to how you 
think they should be taxed? 

3195 1 4 1,76 ,878 

au09a194 Which of the three statements below comes 
closest to your view? 

3195 1 4 2,17 ,747 

au09a195 Which of the three statements below do you 
agree with most? 

3193 1 4 1,98 ,909 

au09a196 Thinking of people coming to live in the 
Netherlands from other countries, when do 
you think they should obtain the same rights 
to social benefits and services as citizens 
already living here? 

3192 1 5 3,38 ,905 

au09a197 On balance, do you think people who come to 
live in the Netherlands receive more than 
they contribute or contribute more than they 
receive? 

3192 0 10 4,15 1,697 

au09a198 Most unemployed people do not really try to 
find a job 

3195 1 5 3,02 ,864 

au09a199 Many people with very low incomes get less 
benefit than they are legally entitled to 

3192 1 5 3,09 ,734 

au09a200 Many people manage to obtain benefits and 
services to which they are not entitled 

3194 1 5 2,72 ,815 

au09a201 There are insufficient benefits in the 
Netherlands to help the people who are in 
real need 

3194 1 5 3,11 ,874 

au09a202 Employees often pretend that they are sick in 
order to stay at home 

3195 1 5 2,99 ,822 

au09a203 There is some debate nowadays about the 
cost of providing public health care in the 
Netherlands. Thinking about 10 years from 
now, which of the statements below comes 
closest to your own opinion? 

3187 1 3 1,94 ,716 

au09a204 There is also some debate nowadays about 
the cost of pensions in the Netherlands. 
Thinking about 10 years from now, which of 
the statements below comes closest to your 
own opinion? 

3182 1 3 1,83 ,650 

au09a205 How likely would you say it is that during the 
next 12 months you will be unemployed and 
looking for work for at least four consecutive 
weeks? 

3195 1 5 2,52 1,573 

au09a206 How likely is it that during the next 12 
months you will have to spend less time in 
paid work than you would like, because you 
have to take care of family members or 
relatives? 

2429 1 4 1,71 ,730 
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au09a207 And during the next 12 months how likely is 
it that there will be some periods when you 
don’t have enough money to cover your 
household necessities? 

3193 1 4 1,84 ,774 

au09a208 And during the next 12 months how likely is 
it that you will not receive the health care 
you really need if you become ill? 

3194 1 4 1,84 ,677 

au09a209 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? 

367 1 8 5,14 1,799 

au09a210 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? write 
in hours 

335 0 21 2,77 3,151 

au09a211 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? and 
minutes 

257 0 59 21,79 14,437 

au09a212 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? don't 
know 

2 1 1 1,00 ,000 

au09a213 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend watching television? 

345 1 7 3,89 ,970 

au09a214 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 

367 1 8 4,15 2,514 

au09a215 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
write in hours 

311 0 20 2,81 3,405 

au09a216 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
and minutes 

224 0 55 14,72 15,357 

au09a217 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 
don't know 

2 1 1 1,00 ,000 

au09a218 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend listening to the radio? 

345 1 7 3,41 1,588 

au09a219 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 

367 1 8 2,82 1,285 

au09a220 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
write in hours 

272 0 10 ,78 ,993 

au09a221 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
and minutes 

254 0 45 19,50 14,678 

au09a222 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 
don't know 

2 1 1 1,00 ,000 

au09a223 On an average weekday, how much time, in 
total, do you spend reading the newspapers? 

345 1 7 3,16 1,203 

au09a224 Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 

367 0 10 6,06 2,239 

au09a225 Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 

342 0 5 3,15 1,091 

au09a226 Generally speaking, would you say that most 
people can be trusted, or that you can’t be 
too careful in dealing with people? 

345 1 2 1,67 ,471 

au09a227 Do you think that most people would try to 
take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 

366 0 10 6,45 1,889 

au09a228 Do you think that most people would try to 
take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 

342 0 5 3,27 ,953 
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au09a229 Do you think that most people would try to 
take advantage of you if they got the chance, 
or would they try to be fair? 

345 1 2 1,82 ,382 

au09a230 Would you say that most people deserve your 
trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 

366 0 10 6,65 1,941 

au09a231 Would you say that most people deserve your 
trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 

342 0 5 3,46 ,924 

au09a232 Would you say that most people deserve your 
trust or that only very few deserve your 
trust? 

345 1 2 1,82 ,382 

au09a233 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament 

369 0 10 5,55 1,783 

au09a234 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system 

369 0 10 5,86 1,891 

au09a235 how much do you personally trust? - The 
police 

369 0 10 6,06 1,778 

au09a236 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament 

355 0 5 2,92 ,956 

au09a237 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system 

355 0 5 3,14 ,935 

au09a238 how much do you personally trust? - The 
police 

355 0 5 3,14 ,971 

au09a239 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament 

351 0 9 5,70 1,718 

au09a240 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Dutch parliament - don't know 

2 1 1 1,00 ,000 

au09a241 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system 

353 0 10 5,88 1,890 

au09a242 how much do you personally trust? - The 
Legal system - don't know 

0 
    

au09a243 how much do you personally trust? - The 
police 

353 0 10 6,07 1,772 

au09a244 how much do you personally trust? - The 
police - don't know 

0 
    

au09a245 On the whole how satisfied are you with the 
present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 

369 0 10 5,35 1,541 

au09a246 On the whole how satisfied are you with the 
present state of the economy in the 
Netherlands? 

355 0 10 5,42 1,679 

au09a247 On the whole I am satisfied with the present 
state of the economy in the Netherlands. 

352 1 5 2,93 ,843 

au09a248 Now thinking about the Dutch government, 
how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 

369 0 9 5,52 1,665 

au09a249 Now thinking about the Dutch government, 
how satisfied are you with the way it is doing 
its job? 

354 0 10 5,64 1,752 

au09a250 On the whole I am satisfied with the way the 
government is doing its job. 

352 1 5 2,86 ,858 

au09a251 On the whole, how satisfied are you with the 
way democracy works in Nederland? 

369 0 10 6,06 1,579 

au09a252 On the whole, how satisfied are you with the 
way democracy works in the Netherlands? 

354 0 10 6,15 1,599 

au09a253 And on the whole, I am satisfied with the way 
democracy works in the Netherlands. 

352 1 5 2,59 ,804 

au09a254 The government should take measures to 
reduce differences in income levels 

343 1 5 2,57 ,915 

au09a255 Gay men and lesbians should be free to live 
their own life as they wish 

343 1 5 1,81 ,953 
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au09a256 The government should ensure that all 
groups in society are treated equally 

343 1 5 2,26 ,895 

au09a257 Do you think the government should or 
should not ensure that all groups in society 
are treated equally? 

380 1 5 2,08 1,028 

au09a258 Do you think the government should or 
should not take measures to reduce 
differences in income levels? 

338 1 5 2,53 1,103 

au09a259 Do you think the government should or 
should not take measures to reduce 
differences in income levels? 

379 1 5 2,48 1,139 

au09a260 Do you think gay men and lesbians should or 
should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 

338 1 5 1,55 ,971 

au09a261 Do you think gay men and lesbians should or 
should not be free to live their own life as 
they wish? 

380 1 5 1,59 ,966 

au09a262 Do you think the government should or 
should not ensure that all groups in society 
are treated equally? 

338 1 5 1,98 ,974 

au09a263 In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and 
“right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 

341 0 10 4,91 1,895 

au09a264 Where would you place the party which you 
most like on this scale? 

341 0 10 4,98 2,022 

au09a265 Where would you place the party which you 
most dislike on this scale? 

341 0 10 5,88 3,600 

au09a266 In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and 
“right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 

378 1 11 5,99 2,209 

au09a267 Where would you place the party which you 
most like on this scale? 

378 1 11 6,04 2,251 

au09a268 Where would you place the party which you 
most dislike on this scale? 

378 1 11 6,89 3,974 

au09a269 In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and 
“right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale? 

336 0 9 5,37 1,755 

au09a270 Where would you place the party which you 
most like on this scale? 

336 0 9 5,29 1,821 

au09a271 Where would you place the party which you 
most dislike on this scale? 

336 0 10 5,57 4,073 

au09a272 Did you have difficulty answering the 
questions? 

3194 1 5 2,73 1,213 

au09a273 Did you feel the questions were clear? 3194 1 5 3,75 1,012 

au09a274 Did the questionnaire get you to think? 3194 1 5 3,02 1,078 

au09a275 Did you find this questionnaire’s topic 
interesting? 

3194 1 5 3,48 1,015 

au09a276 Did you like filling out the questions? 3194 1 5 3,48 1,021 

au09a281 Questionnaire duration in seconds 3194 239,00 2338405,00 17634,8745 1,45693E5 

 Valid N (listwise) 0     

 


